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RPRY's COVID-19 Related Guidelines
Promoting Safety and Educational Excellence

@RPRY @rabbipesachraymonyeshiva

Version 2: December 6, 2020 
Please note that the guidelines in this document are subject to change over 

the course of the pandemic. The document will be updated and redistributed 
to the RPRY community as needed. For sections not updated here, the 

Reopening RPRY Handbook should be referenced.

This document is a mid-year update to some of the sections in the Reopening RPRY 
Handbook intended to consolidate the guidance provided in emails since the start of school.

https://www.facebook.com/RabbiPesachRaymonYeshiva/
https://www.instagram.com/rabbipesachraymonyeshiva/
https://www.rpry.org/about/rpry-reopening-plan-and-guidelines


�2

Message from Rabbi Daniel Loew, Head of School     3 

Health Screenings and Procedures        3 

Protocol for Students/Staff with Symptoms      4 
 Symptoms           4 
 Protocol for Returning to School Campus     4 

Mandatory Quarantine After Travel       5 

COVID-19 Precautions          6 
 Rule of Thumb          6 
 Gatherings           6 
 Minyanim           7 
 Shabbat and Yom Tov Meals and Kiddushes     7 
 Overnight Guests          7 
 Play Dates           7 
 Smachot           8 
 Bar/Bat Mitzva at RPRY        8 
  
Conclusion            9 

Medical Advisory Committee (MAC) Members      9

TABLE OF CONTENTS



�3

 ”All Israel is responsible one for the other - כל ישראל ערבים זה בזה“

~ Talmud Shavuot 39a 
Our Reopening Plan is the result of hundreds of hours of work by dozens of dedicated 
people. What motivated them all is a sense of responsibility to our yeshiva community 
and to each individual student. The pandemic that we are all facing together has provided 
a real opportunity for all of us to demonstrate the above dictum of chazal. By wearing 
masks, for example, we take responsibility for not only our own health but for the health 
of those around us. It is this spirit that will help us to continue to successfully navigate the 
challenges that we face together.

Message from Rabbi Daniel Loew, Head of School

Health Screenings and Procedures
• Any individual who has been exposed to a confirmed case of COVID-19 may not attend 

school in person for a period of two weeks from their last possible exposure. The 
absence from in-person instruction will be two weeks for a one-time exposure and up 
to 24 days for a household contact to whom they have had sustained exposure. This 
allows for the possibility that the student contracted COVID-19 toward the end of their 
household contact’s illness and restarts the quarantine clock at that point.  

• No students or staff members should come to school sick, ever. The act of sending your 
kids to school or coming to work at school indicates that they are healthy. Parents and 
staff were required to sign a contract before school started affirming that if they are 
sending their children to school or coming to school to work, they are well.  

- If a student requires acetaminophen (e.g., Tylenol), ibuprofen (e.g., Motrin or 
Advil), or other medication on a regular basis, the student must provide a note from 
a physician stating the specific diagnosis for which these medications are needed.  

• If a student who normally attends school in person is absent, parents 
should email the office (rpry@rpry.org) to explain the absence. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfA2_G4b5saCOaBf9CkvMhIhVpH-Tjh0ucxBM-HqXKEDYAYqA/viewform
mailto:rpry@rpry.org
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Protocol for Student/Staff with Symptoms
Symptoms 
If a student or staff member experiences any of the symptoms listed below, they will 
require clearance from their healthcare provider in order to determine the timeline for 
return to school campus. These symptoms MUST be reported to the school nurse, 
whether they occur at school or at home. 

• Fever 
• Chills 
• New cough or change in chronic cough 

• Individuals with chronic cough must provide documentation from their 
healthcare provider (e.g. asthma, allergies, or habit cough) 

• Shortness of breath  
• Vomiting 
• Diarrhea (two or more episodes of loose stools in a 24-hour period) 
• Loss of taste or smell 
• Sore throat 
• Severe or persistent abdominal pain 
• Persistent chest pain 
• Persistent body aches without known trauma/injury 
• Headache  

• Individuals with a history of headaches must provide documentation from 
their healthcare provider. They may remain in school if they experience relief 
from acetaminophen, ibuprofen, or their typical headache medication.  

• Unusual fatigue 
If the prevalence of COVID-19 in the community increases, children or staff members 
who have any of these symptoms may be required to be tested for COVID-19 prior to 
returning to school. The Medical Advisory Committee will be reviewing data regularly to 
determine whether testing is necessary. 

Protocol for Returning to School Campus 
• The determination of whether a COVID-19 test is needed will be left to the healthcare 

provider, unless the Medical Advisory Committee determines that the prevalence of the 
virus is such that it is always required.  

• If it is determined that a student or employee requires a COVID-19 test, the school 
will only accept a PCR test, not an antigen test. In an asymptomatic individual, 
rapid PCR tests will be accepted but only from Cepheid or Abbott ID. If a COVID-19 
test is conducted, the results must be communicated to the school nurse and the 
documentation shared. 

• If the healthcare provider determines that a COVID-19 test is not warranted, then the 
individual may return to school per guidelines for other illnesses (positive strep, 
positive influenza, otitis media, coxsackie, etc.).
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Mandatory Quarantine after Travel

• If an individual is symptomatic and awaiting the results of a COVID-19 test, 
both they and anyone they have been in close contact with within 48 hours 
of the onset of symptoms (e.g. siblings) must stay home until a negative 
test result is received. 

• If the COVID-19 test is positive: 
• If the individual was symptomatic, they must wait 10 days starting from the onset 

of symptoms AND experience three consecutive asymptomatic days AND have no 
fever for 24 hours without medication before they will be allowed to return to 
school. 

• If the individual was asymptomatic, they must wait 10 days after the specimen 
collection, assuming no symptoms develop.  

• If the COVID-19 test is negative: 
• If COVID-19 has been ruled out by a healthcare professional and an alternate 

diagnosis established, the individual may return to school per guidelines for other 
illnesses (positive strep, positive flu, ear infection, coxsackie, etc.). 

• If an individual has a fever and/or symptoms, but no definite alternate diagnosis, 
they can only return once they are fever/symptom-free for 72 hours. 

• If COVID-19 is still suspected because of the constellation of symptoms (as 
determined by a healthcare professional) and there is no clear alternative 
diagnosis, the individual must wait 10 days starting from the onset of symptoms 
AND experience three consecutive asymptomatic days AND have no fever for 24 
hours without medication before they will be allowed to return to school. 

• In general, no one will be allowed to return to school with ongoing symptoms. In rare 
cases where the symptoms are from a chronic condition, documentation from a 
healthcare provider must be provided, and the school nurse will need to approve the 
individual’s return to school. 

• We will adhere strictly to government guidelines. Parents may not send their children 
to the school campus until at least 14 days have passed since travel from hot spots. 
Only those who traveled are required to quarantine. The state regulations provide for 
an exemption if “just passing through” a hot spot. We interpret this to mean literally 
driving through without any significant contact with the local population. (https://
covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-information/which-states-are-on-the-
travel-advisory-list-are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey). 

• If an individual must quarantine at home while the rest of their family does not need to 
quarantine, the individual must distance from the family by keeping six feet apart and 
wearing a mask at home.

https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-information/which-states-are-on-the-travel-advisory-list-are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey)
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-information/which-states-are-on-the-travel-advisory-list-are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey)
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-information/which-states-are-on-the-travel-advisory-list-are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey)
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COVID-19 Precautions

• Individuals may not “test out” of the 14-day quarantine after returning from a hot spot. 
Additionally, quarantining while in the hot spot itself does not negate the requirement 
to quarantine for 14 days upon returning home. 

• At the time of this writing, a 14-day quarantine is required after ANY air travel.The 
school reserves the right to apply this standard to areas, including those inside New 
Jersey, that have increased levels of transmission, whether for staff or students, at any 
time. 

• Families may not have any direct contact with individuals visiting from hot spots from 
14 days before school starts and throughout the year.  

• If you have questions about your specific travel plans or circumstances, please contact 
Rabbi Loew. 

Some of the reasons that following this guidance is important: 

• It can save lives. We should not need any other reasons. 
• It can keep RPRY's building open for in-person instruction. 
• It can avoid the chilul Hashem caused by our non-compliance. 
• It is a matter of honesty and integrity – all RPRY families and faculty members signed 

an agreement to follow these guidelines. 

Rule of Thumb 
As a general rule, when interacting with anyone other than your immediate family, two of 
the three following conditions must be met: 

• Masks (fully covering both mouth and nose) 
• Social distanced (six feet) 
• Outdoors 

Gatherings 
The risk of transmission is greater in crowds. No one should attend a large gathering 
indoors. If outdoors, there should be plenty of space and everyone should be wearing 
masks. Even smaller gatherings should be held outdoors. Tents with walls are considered 
indoors. As of this writing, the law in the State of NJ (Executive Order #196) is that 
outdoor gatherings may be up to 150 people and indoor gatherings may be up to 10. 
(Religious services are not included in this limit, but are limited to 25% of the room’s 
capacity.)

mailto:dloew@rpry.org?subject=Question
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Minyanim 
Please only attend minyanim in which all attendees adhere to COVID-19 precautions. 
Everyone must wear masks and be six feet apart. Davening outside or in a well-ventilated 
location is highly recommended but does not obviate the need for masks and social 
distancing 

Shabbat and Yom Tov Meals and Kiddushes 
Meals and kiddushes are times when you cannot wear a mask. Therefore, families should 
not be having meals with other families unless they are outdoors with social distancing. 
Likewise, one should not attend a kiddush unless it is outdoors and people are social 
distancing from anyone not from their family. 

Overnight Guests 
Hosting overnight guests is discouraged. Exceptions may be made for extended family in 
which both parties have been careful in their COVID-19 precautions and no one is coming 
from a “hot spot” or via air travel. (Please note that “hot spot” includes both states that 
are on New Jersey’s quarantine list as well as other locations with high levels of 
infection.) 

Play Dates 
• Outdoor play dates are best. Even outdoors, play dates should be with other students 

from the same class and children should wear masks. 
• When the weather does not allow for play dates outdoors, indoor play dates are allowed 

if: 
1. all children are masked at all times 
2. all children are from the same cohort (e.g. RPRY class) 
3. no more than four children at a time 
4. parents of visiting children do not stay. If, because of the age of the children a 

parent must stay, the play date should be limited to 2 children. 
• The children should use their best effort at distancing, even though that may be limited 

indoors.  
• All host family members must also wear masks and distance when in the same room as 

the play date.  
• Food should be avoided, as that entails mask removal. If they really need a snack, the 

children can eat one at a time in a separate room.  
• Parents should please supervise and ensure that they are masking.
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Smachot 
In the past, we have issued guidelines for birthday parties and bar/bat mitzva 
celebrations to promote positive social interactions for our students. This year, COVID-19 
makes these celebrations potentially dangerous for individuals and for our community. 
We have worked extremely hard to create a plan to be able to reopen school safely. Social 
gatherings pose a significant risk of virus transmission. Therefore, we ask that you ensure 
that all smachot are fully compliant with social distancing guidelines, both those that are 
required by State law, and those put in place by RPRY’s Medical Advisory Committee. 
Masks must be required, travel advisories observed, and gatherings should be held 
outside if possible. Eating should be limited to the family. If dancing occurs, masks and 
six foot social distancing must still be maintained. Using swimming pool noodles or hula 
hoops are fun ways to encourage compliance. We recommend putting a “counselor” in 
charge of the children at the simcha to enforce compliance with the guidelines so that the 
hosts do not have to play that role. 
Invitations for a simcha should state explicitly what safety measures will be put in place 
by the hosts and what safety measures are expected of guests. For example, masks will be 
provided and all guests are expected to wear them. 
Given that it is possible that a vaccine may dramatically alter the trajectory of 
the pandemic and that it is certain that the spring will bring warmer 
weather, we strongly suggest limiting smachot to family only and postponing 
larger celebrations to the spring. 

Bar/Bat Mitzva at RPRY 
RPRY will allow parents to enter the building to celebrate their son’s bar mitzva or their 
daughter’s bat mitzva only in the following circumstances: 
• If there is a compelling reason that the bar/bat mitzva celebration take place at RPRY 

(e.g., no celebration planned in shul, no party planned for friends, etc). 
• The opportunity would be for the bar mitzvah boy to layn or the bat mitzvah girl to say 

a Dvar Torah. 
• Parents and grandparents are the only additional individuals allowed on campus. 
• Any food must be for the classmates of the bar/bat mitzva only, and must be served in 

prepackaged single serve containers. 
• This will take place outside if possible. 
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Elliot Frank, MD, MBA, FACP, FIDSA, chair of our Medical Advisory Committee 
Clifton R. Lacy, MD, FACC, FACP 
Keren Ebel (Avery), MD, FAAP  

Conclusion

Medical Advisory Committee (MAC) Members

We Are All in This Together 

Keeping the RPRY school building open is predicated on trust. We rely on RPRY families 
to be honest and forthcoming in their dealings with the school. Any conscious attempt to 
circumvent the school’s guidelines related to the COVID-19 pandemic may result in 
exclusion of the student from in-person instruction or from the RPRY community. 
Please note that the MAC's decisions relating to RPRY may not be the same as that of 
other physicians. In order to take a consistent and effective approach, we ask that all 
RPRY families defer to the MAC's policies and therefore direct questions to the MAC. This 
should be done via Rabbi Loew.

mailto:dloew@rpry.org?subject=Question%20for%20the%20MAC
mailto:dloew@rpry.org?subject=Question%20for%20the%20MAC

