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RPRY 2021-2022:  
 COVID-19 Related Guidelines

Promoting Safety and Educational Excellence

Version 1: August 20, 2021 
Please note that the guidelines in this document are 
subject to change over the course of the pandemic. 
The document will be updated and redistributed to 

the RPRY community as needed. 
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Introduction
Chazal teach us that shemittah reinforces bitachon, trust in Hashem. 5782 is a shemittah 
year, and we have chosen bitachon as our theme. As we continue to navigate this pandemic 
together, we know that ultimately we rely on Hashem to keep us safe. 
This summer, we have kept a close eye on the ever-evolving state of the COVID-19 
pandemic. While we are optimistic that, b’ezrat Hashem, this year will be much more 
"normal" than last, unfortunately the current situation is not what we all hoped it would be. 
RPRY will begin the school year with significant restrictions, however we are not going back 
to how we started school last year; in many ways we can be more permissive. Additionally, 
we are hopeful that we will be able to further relax many of these measures sooner rather 
than later. Updates to this document will be provided as relevant. 
We are all responsible for each other, and following the policies in this document will allow 
the school community to remain safe and the school building to remain open for in-person 
instruction. RPRY reserves the right to exclude students or staff if their non-compliance 
with the policies in this document threatens these goals.  
As always, we thank our Medical Advisory Committee for their diligent 
research and analysis in helping us to arrive at sound policies. 
We are proud of RPRY’s track record of prioritizing the safety of our community while 
maximizing our students’ in-person educational experience. Thank you for facilitating this 
success! You have enabled us to continue providing a warm, loving and safe learning 
environment to foster each child’s individual growth.
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Health Screenings and Procedures

Protocol for Student/Staff with Symptoms

• Parents should take their child(ren)’s temperature and check for other symptoms (see 
below) each morning before sending them to school.  

• No students or staff should come to RPRY sick. The act of sending your kids to school or 
coming to work at school indicates that they/you are healthy. 

• For specific appointments, vaccinated parents will be allowed in the building. 
• Otherwise, parents will not be allowed in the building. If a parent is picking up a child 

who is ill, the parent must check in at the front entrance (in between the two sets of 
doors) and the child will be brought to them. 

• Parents must have a plan to pick up their child(ren) within one hour. 
• When a student is absent, parents should email the office (rpry@rpry.org) to 

explain the absence.

Vaccinations
• All faculty and staff who can get vaccinated for COVID-19 must do so, or they need to be 

tested for COVID-19 once a week. If they had COVID-19 within the previous 12 months 
they are strongly encouraged but not required to get vaccinated. 

• We strongly encourage all students who are eligible to get the COVID-19 vaccine. We are 
strongly considering mandating vaccination once it is fully approved. 

• All students, teachers, administrators, and staff, except if medically exempt, must get the 
influenza (flu) vaccine prior to November 1, 2021 (in addition to all other 
regularly required vaccines), and provide documentation to the school nurse.

• If a student or staff member experiences any of the symptoms listed below, they will need 
to go home.  

• We will require clearance from their healthcare provider in order to determine the 
timeline for return to school campus and whether they need to take a COVID-19 test.  

• These symptoms must be reported to the school nurse, whether they occur at 
school or at home. 

  
• Symptoms: 

• Fever 
• Chills 
• New cough or change in chronic cough  
• Shortness of breath 
• Vomiting 
• Diarrhea (two or more episodes of loose stools in a 24-hour period) 
• Loss of taste or smell 
• Sore throat 
• Severe or persistent abdominal pain 
• Persistent chest pain 
• Persistent body aches without known trauma/injury 
• Unusual or persistent headache  
• Unusual or persistent fatigue 

mailto:rpry@rpry.org
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Protocol for Returning to School  
• The determination of whether a COVID-19 test is needed will be left to the healthcare 

provider, unless the Medical Advisory Committee determines that the prevalence of the 
virus is such that it is always required.  

• If it is determined that a student or employee requires a COVID-19 test, the school will 
only accept a PCR test, not an antigen test. Rapid PCR tests from Cepheid or Abbott ID 
will be accepted. If a COVID-19 test is conducted, the results must be communicated to 
the school nurse and the documentation shared. 

• If an individual is symptomatic, both they and anyone they have been in close 
contact with within 48 hours of the onset of symptoms (e.g. siblings) must 
stay home until a negative test result is received. 

• If the healthcare provider determines that a COVID-19 test is not warranted, then the 
individual must follow the guidelines* for the diagnosed illness (positive strep, positive 
influenza, otitis media, coxsackie, etc.) in order to return to school. 

• A letter from the child's healthcare provider must be given to the school nurse prior to 
return. 

COVID-19 Results 
If the COVID-19 test is positive: 
• If the individual was symptomatic, they must wait 10 days starting from the onset of 

symptoms, symptoms must have substantially improved and they must be fever free for 
24 before they will be allowed to return to school. 

• If the individual was asymptomatic, they must wait 10 days after the specimen collection, 
assuming no symptoms develop. 

If the COVID-19 test is negative:  
• If COVID-19 has been ruled out by a healthcare professional and an alternate diagnosis 

established, the individual must follow the guidelines* for the diagnosed illness (positive 
strep, positive flu, ear infection, coxsackie, etc.) in order to return to school.  

• If COVID-19 is still suspected because of the constellation of symptoms (as determined by 
a healthcare professional) and there is no clear alternative diagnosis, the individual must 
wait 10 days starting from the onset of symptoms, symptoms must have substantially 
improved and they must be fever free for 24 hours before they will be allowed to return to 
school. 

 *Questions regarding the guidelines for other illnesses should be addressed with the school nurse.

Protocol for Returning to School/COVID-19 Results
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Masks
Based on the guidance of the Medical Advisory Committee and the current New Jersey state 
guidelines, RPRY is mandating the use of masks as we did last year. This includes vaccinated 
individuals. 
• Children in grades K-8 are required to wear masks when indoors except for when they are 

eating. 
• In Early Childhood, children under 24 months will not wear masks. Children 24 months 

and older will be encouraged to wear masks. Masks will not be used during naptime.  
• All adults in the building must wear a mask at all times, except in designated spaces for 

lunch and breaks. 
• When outdoors with just their cohort, individuals do not need to wear a mask. 
• Students and staff should bring two spare masks to school.  

Mask Specifications  
• Masks worn in the RPRY building may be reusable or disposable. They should have at 

least two layers of material.  
• Masks must cover both the mouth and nose, and they must be fitted on the top and the 

bottom.  
• RPRY will not allow bandanas, neck gaiters, or masks with exhalation valves. 
• Masks may not have inappropriate images or language on them, as determined by the 

school administration.  
• All students are encouraged to wear the masks that they find most comfortable. 

COVID-19 Exposure: Quarantine & Testing

Any individual who has been exposed to a confirmed case of COVID-19 may not attend 
school in person and must quarantine as follows:
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Other Mitigation Strategies

Breakfast Buddies and PM Playmates

Other Programs

• We will be using the “buddy bunk” approach, considering the two classes in each grade to 
be the same cohort. For middle school, the paired classes will be 5G/6G, 5B/6B, 7G/8G, 
and 7B/8B. While this runs the risk of having to quarantine more people if we have 
positive cases, it allows for more socialization, easier logistics and supervision, a more 
regular PE schedule, etc. 

• Within cohorts, we will be placing less emphasis on social distancing than we did last 
year. 

• Students will be kept to a single classroom whenever possible. 
• We will continue to emphasize hand washing and sanitization and to use HEPA filters.  

We will not be concerned about sharing of books and materials. 
• Lunch will generally be held in classrooms and only within cohorts. Care will be given to 

hand hygiene and surface cleaning. 
• PE and recess will be held outdoors whenever possible.  
• Water fountain usage will be limited to filling students' own water bottles. All students 

and staff should have their own wide-mouthed water bottle with them for 
refilling at the designated machines.

Minyan
• 6th, 7th and 8th grade boys will attend minyan at 7:40 AM. 
• To start the year, 6th, 7th and 8th grade girls will be davening in their classrooms at 8:00 

AM. They will rejoin the minyan when we are able to relax the cohorting limitations.

• Breakfast Buddies will not run to start the year due to the need to keep cohorts separate. 
• PM Playmates is also limited due to the need to keep cohorts separate. At this time, we 

will be able to accommodate students in PN through 2nd grade. If you have any questions 
about PM Playmates, please email Batsheva Goldman (bgoldman@rpry.org).

Remote Learning
• We plan, b’ezrat Hashem, to stay open for in-person learning for all students for the 

duration of the year. Everyone’s compliance with our policies will help us to avoid 
outbreaks and remain open. 

• If an entire class is quarantined, we will arrange a Zoom schedule for them. 
• For individuals who are quarantined, we will be relying on Google Classroom and not 

providing a Zoom option.

• To start the year, competitive sports leagues, after school clubs, plays and presentations 
will be on hold. Torah Bowl will be held remotely. We hope to fully resume these activities 
later in the year.

mailto:bgoldman@rpry.org
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Arrival: Locations and Procedures

Dismissal

Busing and Carpools

• Drop-off will be in the back of the RPRY building, on Edgemount Road.  
• Different groups of students will arrive according to the following schedule:  

The door into the Beit Midrash opens at 7:35 AM for: 
• 6B, 7B and 8B and their siblings 
• This door closes at 7:50 AM 

The door in the corner at the end/exit of the carpool lane opens at 7:50 AM for: 
• Grades 1-4, 7G and 8G 
• This door closes at 8:10 AM 

The door next to the Kindergarten classrooms opens at 7:50 AM for: 
• Early Childhood-Kindergarten, 5G, 5B and 6G 
• This door closes at 8:20 AM 

The front door will be used for: 
• East Brunswick bus students  
• Children of faculty members, with their parents. 

• After 8:20 AM, all students must enter through the front doors and get a late 
note from the office.

• All carpools must come to Edgemount Road, as they have in previous years. 
• Dismissal will be from classrooms. The Beit Midrash will be used only for one cohort.

• Students who travel on the bus should wear masks and should remain as distant from one 
another as possible. Siblings should sit together whenever possible. 

• Families are encouraged to carpool with only one other family exclusively. 
Carpooling families should have children in overlapping classes if at all possible, to 
minimize exposure. Everyone in the car should wear masks. 

• Windows on the bus and in carpools should be open whenever possible.


